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Abstract: This novel is used as an object of study because this novel has several unique
features, besides that this novel also describes a social reality of Egypt in the 60s. Social
problems with the theme of ideological differences which are then wrapped with
several love stories of the characters, make this novel unique to study. The purposes of
this research are to find out the causes of social problems in the novel Karnak, to find
out the consequences that exist due to social problems, to find out the message the

author wants to convey through the novel Karnak. This research uses library research

method or library research. The data sources used are primary and secondary data
sources from several data related to the novel Karnak and including the novel Karnak
itself. Existing data will be analyzed using descriptive analysis method. The theoretical

basis used is the sociological theory of literature by Rene Wellek and Austin Warren.

Based on the analysis of the data used, it can be concluded that: There were social
problems that occurred in Egypt at that time due to two factors: the existence of
ideological differences, and the consequences of the Arab-Israel war. As for the
consequences, the researchers found a consequences. Among the consequences of
ideological differences are the occurrence of intimidation, the occurrence of torture, and
the emergence of police spies. While the result of the Arab-Israeli war was a moral
decline. From this, the researcher also draws the conclusion that the author wants to

convey several things, including the meaning of mutual respect, respect, and struggle.

Keywords: Al Karnak, Sociology of Literary, Political Ideology, Social Problems
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2 Sony Sukmawan, Menyemai Benih Cinta Sastra (Malang: UB Press, 2015), xi
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